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C~U).

TU ommaning General
I Field Force Vietnam
APO 96350j

TO. Commanding General
US Military Assistance Command Vietnam
ATTN: J343

£ 'Cc , -4 at j! .er -L r ru ,5

1. (U) Name of Operation: Operation SEWARD.

2. (U) Dates of Operation: 5 September through 25 October 1966.

3. (U) Location: PHU YE Province.

4. (U) Command Headquarters: lst Brigade, 101st Ai .i. t Dir-
ision.

5. (U) Reporting Officer: Brigadier General Willard Pearson,
Commanding General, Ist Brigad, 101st Airborne Division.

6. (C) Task Organization: The task organization of the Brigade
at the initiation of operation SE4ARD was as shown below. The only sig-
nificant changes to this organization during the operation were the de-
tachment of the 5/27 Arty on 1 October and the termination of opera-
tional control of the 1/22 Inf on 13 October.

1/327 Inf Bde Troops

2/327 Inf Bde H-C-)
A 2/17 Cay

2/502 Inf A 326 Engr
LRRP

1/22 Inf NP Plat (-)
181 MI Det

2/320 Arty 20 Cml Det
22 Mil Hist Det

B 1/30 Arty 101st Avn Sec
Tactical Air Control Party

5/27 Artv 406 RRD

Spt Bn ]E

7. (C) Supporting Forces:

a. 2/320 Arty: Employed in a direct support role.

fie b. B 1/30 Arty (OPCON): Provided general support (reinforcing

fires during the operation.

GROUP -
.DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;

O F TDECLASSIFIM MIE 12 YEA"S
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c. 5/27 Arty (-): Provided general support fire during the
operation.

d. 10th Army Avn Bn: Provided two airmobile companies in
general support of the operation. These helicopters flew troop lift,
combat support and resupply missions.

e. 179th Avn C: Provided two flyable CH-47 aircraft on a
mission support basis for use in displacing and resupplying artillery
units.

f. 183 Avn Co: Provided four and five 0-1 aircraft for visual
reconnaissance, artillery adjustment and radio relay.

g. 5th Air Commado Scquadron: Provided airlift support for
Psy War Ops.

h. 245th sy Ops Co: Provided one loudspeaker and leaflet dis-
semination team in direct support.

i. - 7th US Air Force: Flew IlU tactical air missions totalijn
306 sorties; of these missions 18 were preplanned and 126 were immediate.
The immediate strikes were requested through the Air Force Direct Air
Request Net and the average response time from the initiation of the
requests until time-over-target was twenty minutes. The results of these
missions included 9 KBA (BC), 52 KBA (EST), 78 structures destroyed, 68
structures damaged, 2 automatic weapons positions destroyed, 7 automatic
weapons positions damaped, 2 boats sunk, 2 boats damr-ed, and trench
complaxes damaged.

j. 45th Engr Gp: Provided general support along Highways 1,
6B and 7B.

k. 498th Mled D.t (Am).): Provided responsive, rapid evacuation
support to the Brigade throughout the operation.

8. (U) Intelligence: See Inclosure i, Intelligence.

9. (C) Mission: Headquarters, I Field Force Vietnam dircted the
1st Brigade, l01T Ailrborne Division to conduct operations to protect

ithe rice harvest in the TUY HOA and 7TY MI areas; to conduct search and
Iestroy operations to locate VC/VA forces in the AD; and to provide

tecurity from VUNG RO Bay to TUY HOA.
1 0. (c) Concept of Operatio)n: Offensive search and destrryy tactics

wke generally used throughout Operation SW4A.RD to include securing the
riqe harvest areas. 'he four maneuver battalions available to the Brigade
wer generally utilized by protecting thc TY AN rice harvest with one
bat, lion, p cuecting the rice harvest in the HITE XUONG Valley with one
batt.4ion, securing the VUNG 10 Bay/Pass area with a third battalion, and
havin&\ a fourth battalion as an immediate action force to exploit any
contact.or 3sapected enemy locations elsewhere in the AO. Sec Inclosure 2
(Operati n 4S matics) Tabs A, B, and C.

e-. Eeuition: .-

a. Cperation SWARD was characterized by counterguerrilla
tactice, pr-imarily encompassing smail unit actious and frequent contact
with small enemy forces. Thc search and destroy tactics utilized con-
sisted of saturation patrolling, night movement, night ambushes, raids
and the use of small unit stay behind forces and small unit irmediate action
forces. Th-! terrain over which operations were conducted included \

2-hI-T
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mountainous jungles, rolling hills, dry and inundated rice paddies, sand
dunes and beaches,

b. SEWARD was init o rre the termination of
Operation JOHN PAUL JONS at 050500H September 19 rigade units were
already deployed in the operational area.

c. At the beginning of SPWARD the 1/327 Inf (-), previously
deployed as the I FFORCEV reserve to NINH HOA, continued search and
destroy operations to counter enemy threats in that area* Company A,
the Mortar and Reconnaissance Platoons 1/327 Inf remained at 'IUY HOA to
protect the rice harvest in the HIED XUONG Valley* The 2/327 Inf con-
tinued the protection of the rice harvest and conducted search and
destroy operations in the TUT AN area. Concurrently, search and destroy
operations were conducted by the 2/502 Inf northwest of TUY HOA.
Defense of critical terrain and security of the VUNG RO Bay/Pass area
was provided by the 1/22 Inf which was under the o,. .rationa! control of
the lst Bde, 101st Abn Div (See Inclosure 2, Tabs A and B)o On
7 September, A Troop, 2/17 Cay conducted an amphibious assault with one
platoon northeast of TUY HOA establishing blocking positions in support
of the search and destroy operations of the remainder of the troop. The
1/327 Inf (-) departed NINH HOA 6etween 8 and 10 September after being
relieved by Compaiy P 1/22 Inf, and returned to conduct operations in
the HIEU XUONG Valley. The mission at NINH HOA was soon thereafter can-
celled and Company B, 1/22 Inf returned to the VUNG RG Bay area. The
2/502 Inf was extracted on 10 September from its area of operation and
the battalion minus was deployed to TU BONO to counter an enemy threat
to the rice harvest storage there. Company A 2/502 In remained at
TUY HOA South Airfield as an immediate action force. On 13 September
elements of the 2/502 In!- provided security for a 45th Engr Op convoy
mov*ng on Highway 1 from NINH BOA to TU BONG, and on 15 and 16 September
the 2/502 Inf returned to TUY HOA South by helicopter and began prepara-
tion for future combat operations. On the night of 17 September the
command post of Company B 2/327 Inf came under attack and was overrun by
an estimated one hundred VC. Ten US troops were killed and twelve
wounded in the. action. The 2/502 Inf conducted an airmobile assault
into an AO northwest of TUY HOA on 19 September. The LRRP was also in-
serted in conjunction with the 2/502 Inf and discovered a VC base camp
complex. The 2/327 Inf (-) moved both by helicopter and overland to the
southwest portion of its AO and established blocking positions in co-
ordination with the 2/502 Inf attack. Two CIDG companies from DONG TRE
provided blocking forces for these battalions. The 2/327 Inf discovered
an extensive tunnel complex in the area which was mapped and then des-
troyed by the engineers. Between 28 and 30 September the 2/502 Inf was
extracted form the DONG TRE area and moved to TUY HOA South. Based on
information received from an escaped Plo, the 1/327 Inf raided a VC
prisoner of war camp in the southwest portion of its AO and twenty-three
Vietnamese Nationals were liberated in the action on 3 October. Com-
pany C and the Mortar Platoon of 1/22 Inf was deployed by helicopter
into the TU BONG area to protect the rice storage there. On 4 October
the 2/502 In! deployed by helicopter and overland by vehicle to TUY AN
and assumed the mission of the 2/327 Inf. Concurrently, the 2/327 Inf
deployed to TUY BOA South and began refitting and preparing for future
combat operations. (See Inclosure 2, Tab C). On 7 October the 2/327
Inf conducted an airmobile assault west of TUY BOA. The battalion
secured critical terrain along Highway 7B and conducted search and des-
troy operations in zone until 10 October when it returned to TUY BOA
South. This operation was in conjunction with an engineer effort to
repair the road and bridges along Highway 7B. Daring the period 11 and
12 October, two platoons from Company A 2/327 Inf were deployed to a
location near PHAN RANG to provide security for the Air Force extraction
of a downed C-130 aircraft. The 2/502 Inf conducted search and destroy

3
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operations in an area southwest of TUY AN during the period .0 through
16 October to exploit sightings and contacts made by LRRP teams. On 13
October the 2/22 Inf was relieved in place by the 1/8 Inf, a.d the 1/22
Inf deployed to PLEIKU by CV-2 and C-130 aircraft and return'd to the
operational corntrol of the 4th Infantry Division. On 19 and 20 October
the 1/327 Inf and 2/327 Inf, respectively, were relieved by elements of
the 28th ROK Regt of their missions in the HIEJ XUONG Valley and for the
security of TUY HOA South Airfield. On 21 October Comparr A 2/327 Inf
conducted an airmobile assault west of TUY HOA to provide security for
engineer work part os repairing Highway 7B. Operation SEWARD terminated
at 2400 hours 25 October following the relief of the 2/502 ITf in the
TUY A1 area by the 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div.

12. (C) Results:

a. The lst Bde, 101st Abn Div accomplished its micz:ion of
protectirg the TUY ,'1 and HIEU XUONG Valley rice harvest', scouring the
VUNYG RO Bay/Pass area, and conducting search and destroy operations to
locate and destroy VC and NVA forces in the AO.

b. The following lossof were inflicted on the enci during the

operation: 230 VC/1f!L. KIA (LC), 142 V2/IVA KIA (ET), 9 VC/VA KBA (BC>j
52 VC/1VA KBA (ET), 6 NVAC, 3 civil defendants, 2 VCC, 871 detainees,

and 10 ralliers. In addition, 80 individual and crew served weapons,

40.5 toes of rice, ammunition and other equipment were captu'red.

c. Friendly losses during the operation were as foalows: 26
KIA, 169 I.TIA.

13. (U) Administrative Iatters:

a. Personnel and Administration; See Inclosure 3, Personnel
and Adninistration.

b. Logistics: See Inclosure 4, Logistics.

c. Civic Action: The first lot of "Fagle Brand" w' Tshing
machines was contracted for and delivered to the Brigade. F ve of these

machines have been donated to orphanages, hospitals and dispensaries in
tho TUY HOA area.

!h. (C) Special Equipvnent and Techniques:

a. In order to effectively omploy CS agents and flrmethrowcrs,
teams were made available at Brigade level to be employed on an "on-

call" basis. A helicopter rigged for CS employment and chart. d flame-
throwerc were maintained on a thirty minate standby.

b, 1000 and 2000 pound bombs with instantnneous fu: ,s are good
expedients for clearing landing zones in certain type. of jur'le ter-
rain. With the 1000 pound bomb, clearing team work is still required to
improve the lpnding zone; however, the 2000 pound bomb can b.. expected

to create a clearing sufficient to land one UH-I helicopter. The use of
nn inst ntaneous fuze clears the vegetation with a nominal g13ound
cratering effect.

c. Urlonding troops by ladder from a CH-47 helicopt. -r is an

extremely slow process, and normally only landing zone clear -g teams
should be unloaded in this marner. When on a resupply missicn where

I-Inding zones are not readily accessible, the majority of th items can

be free dropped to the units and the more sensitive items ca!_ be
lowered by rope.

CONFIDENTIAL
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d. The Brigade artillery -nobile training teai!s continued

training of indigenous forces durn. the period.

15. (C) Commanders Anlysis:

a. Lessons Learned-

(1) When units are ope-rating in a 1linited 'area, Patterns
of' action muast not be established. Tactical tc- ' niques must. be vrc
in order to prohibit ene-,r forces fromr anticiparting fricly n\cetor
reactijon.

(2) CompaVy corTPand posts rust be relocated at Jeost ae
forty-eight hours to sa1feiruard against the enemy fixing the location and
conducting raids. Enemy , 2obing action1 against such locations at nirht

is likely to be followed by an attack.

(3) When small units arc hzilted for any extended period of
time, every )recaution miust be taken, to include extensive use of LP's,
OP's and early warninjg devices, to preclude a surprise enemy, attack.

(4) The VC frequontly, having conducted -t suce:ssf-;1
operation at one location, will retuni to the location at a later date
to conduct ani identicl c-reration. Thio applies r _rti cularly to raids
and ambushes.

(5) Vfhen a patrol moveF for an extended distance, con-
sideration should be g3.ven to establishinC hasty ambushes at irreru.Lar
intervals behind the patrol. In many instances this technique will
prove successful in surprising and destroying a following enemy.

(6) Units must insure thant availbh commruncations are
sep arated into two or more locations. In the event communication
facilities at one location are destroyed by the enemy-, an altertyate
means of co-nunication will still exist.

(7) Following the extraction of friendly forces from nn
area of operation, the enomy frequently infiltrateS back into thE7 sane
loc atioens frnm which hr- vas previous lv routed. The tenh nicouc of leavring
A small "stayr behind" force in the areri, folowing the extraction of the
majority of' the unit, is often successful in tralpping the returning
enemy.

(8) IR.1 teams should be alt-tached at battalion levclI in
order to speed the s_ grogatiun and processing of det-.AinCos.

(9) Interrogation techniques should be oriented oui the
local Fuerrilla in addition to the conventional :lEI line of quiestioning.
This can best be accomplished by havinp the unit commander prepare a
list of ques-tions which he would like the MI interrogator to ask the
detainee.

(10) When clearing teams- are reurdto ol--ar a nelicopter
landing zone, valuable time can be saved b., ha.ving an aviation repre-
sentative present to provide &aidance.

(1-1) Personnel should be extremely cautious upon d]is-
covering at, obvi--us booby trap. This is often just bait for a be tocr

concealed, more eff~sctive booby trap.

(12) An ef'fctivu technique which can be employed to clear
a village is to surround it at night zind use artillery ii1 "mnination to
flush out the VIC. This method catcheis the enemr-T off g uard and prucluides

Y-1 - J,. -T I
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having innocent civilians hamper troopn movement.

(13) During the ron--n !Rc'kson, fn rd3 nd ,parsc3 -arc
only fair weather friends. I Tcavy rains aid rapid runoff ria!< it vir-
tually impossible to satisfactorily install culvorts to maintain by-
passes. The only satisfactory answer is bridging, or in some cases,
rafting.

(WI~ The standard Medevac Request Form vras reviser by the
Brigade to reduce the number of items from fourteen t~o seven. This
revised form h-as proven to be simpler and more efficient. than heold
for T.

b. Cornmanders Notes:

(1) Although the Brigade had an exceilent kill rate in
Operations JOHN PAUL JONES and SD.LARD (208 VIC UI (BO), and 239 VC KIA

(BC) respectively. Our biggest problem has been and remanins one of
target acquisition. Our second major problem is the n~eed to reduce
reaction timel onec the cenemy ds detected.

(2) To improve our kill rate during ferthcomngrr opcra tions,
batt-lion c-nianders *,nd the cavalry troop comncrander will full., .xnlcit,
develop and utilize L the concept of' "semi -guerrilla tactics". By 'this
mear, we must bcone more like guerrillas, i.e.,q adopt guerrillal tnactics,

dilring search and destroy operations untilm centac.t ic made. The7n we
remove the cloak of being a Cuerrilla and operate conventionall1y using
all avai labl~e firepowc-r, mbilit%, -nd reserv'es.

(3) Listed below arc some technac ues of steal-_th, dece-ption,
and surprise which I desire be eimployed more fully in our fcrth(.cm.ing
operations. I am conf'ident that th, irborne :301dier, once imb(dwith

t~~n"cnecessiryllo the guerrilla" , with h~s native

and tactics.

(a) Clandestine £nTtr-' into the BEpttlefild: !ccinto
the battlefield by foot rather than ride by he.licopter, the noise and
sight of which reduce the possibility of surprise. Enter the battle-

(b) IT'ht peations: "teal the right away from, The
guerrilla. Night airmobileassaults, ambushe-s, patrols, and Movement
must become routine.

(c) Stay Behind Forces: When a undt is extracted fol-
lowing an eneagement, laeor insert a stay behind force on the bnttle-
ffield.

(d) UfLo anReconnaissance Patrols (LUP's): More
aggressive and frequent employment on long range minsions. Insert at
dusk or dawn along li ,ely avenues of enemy movement; vary on occasion, by
insertion overland and rtesupply by air drop. E~xperiment w-ith platoon
si7,e LP2F'Is to Provide for tri immiediate offensive capability ufhen encmy
is siCghted.

(e) Reinforce Rather thain xtr-ct: We tybhn

fco or a LIR? riakes contact, plar, to r,;iafcrcc promptl rathecr thn
extract. For this, employ an imrmediate reaction force (platcon/' en air
strip alert with helicopters on stand-by, or insert plaitoonis in advance
on the ground conciar-ently with the LRP or stay behind unit. The plto
-0d he~icopter pilctson c:-, --:-trip alert must ID( briefed in asl much
detail as nossible -.nJ motivated to r(eact promptly.

6
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Wf Feaction Force: Since the helicopter reveals the
presence of US forccs, MOC ships shuld not be the first hclicopter,-, in
the area in which a reaction force is to bo comattcd. As long as there

iseclent radio communications, the first hc-lioopter in the are
should carry combat troops. Upon arrival at an ., the reaction oc
should promp~ly movc out to block enemy escape routes whilc final ceor-
ination is being made between the unit on the grcund, and the reacticn
force commandere

(g:) Limit Helicopte-r >afo ~testay behind
fo rces, LRR.P,, and unt nterng battleficl cland~et;-nely with a
sru.mum- of 3 to 5 days rations to obviate need for he~icepter re suppj.;
wnich promptly telegraphs to the enemy the presecnce of our forces.
Prior to contact with tho anemy use helicopters for niedevac or tactlical
cmergencies ornly.

(h) RezplhTchniqes: Unlike tho 7!C izurrilla 11':
li!,es off the land, w e limited in our clnet ncertloac, ny the
bulk and weight of C rations which limit the numd cr of days our troop-,
car. -Tpcrate -without rosupply by helicopter. The folloingrC - SUFreoC3eC't
ways to solIve this Froblem:

1. Use MRP raticris when nvailablo or in conbinot-ior
with C ratirns.

2.Use rice an -owdered scup altcrna~cly wt
C rations cr the L7P3P rations.

3. Cache supplies and operatc. clandestinely f rcm. a
ba se carrying only c-1e day's cuipplicen on the soldicr.

4. Resupply by helicopter at night.

5. Rcsuppl-,y during the dayv it the h-licoptcr
flying n:,p of thc earth and sup-2ics "lkickced"1 out onto a Z

(i) Silence the Battlefield: Eli.-ina-tc artillery, lZI
fires, long range artillery, and Tao Air strikc! nc-ar friendly troop,,s

unless promptly exploited 'Ay ground fo-rces.

aj -ulY rFuzitiori.n:r~ m ~curovoi
positions during daylight h ours and thenabdn thenm durin;- tehours of
darkness to move to admbush Sites or to attack suspected enerry- pcsitions.

(k) Doubling Back: 1,ovc out fron a position in the
afternoon and after darkness falls, radically nhnnc directien. o~ reae
to attack a preselccted target before dawn.

(1) Use of Trails: "Beat the bush" rather than move
alorng main trails. The enemy er-ploys trail watchers alonE main trails
where ha.- can generally observe advancinr trocpes. Search logsr-condary
and tertiary trails used by Came which :ffer the gue rrilla excellent
concealment as well qs an e.scape route.

(in) Jhrinp-ing the Trap: W~hen feasible, follow-- or
observe a single or smiall party of enemy- to locate larrer force s nr
deterrmine critica intelligence such as enemy positions, surply points,
CF1's, etc. 1h-neuver forces to cnsure clcesinC, the trap and klngor
caipturingC the enemy force involved. Move on :-. widle front surpe rtcd by
reserves and firepower.

(n) Cordon and Search: Encircle a village at night as
secretly as possible, then search at first light us~ing PF, RY, or AV

7
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forces. Rehearse using same forces until this tyre oper',a!ion can be
accomplished effectively. Consider use of stay behind forces aft?; the~earob.

(o) Improvc ,Larksm-nship: Varksmanship is cxtrcmely
important in fighting guerrilas. Generally thc enemy will offer only
fleeing glimpses of himself while trying to escape the advancing US
soldiers. Therefore, if a continuous and superised marksmanship
program is established -- each man firinE 20-O rounds daily cnccpt when
on clandestine operations -- the enemy casualty statistic will risc,
enemy norale will be lowered, and the enery will be forced to enage US
troops at a ncudmum range. This will reduce the effectiveness of his
fire and give us time to coinit imcdiate reaction forces.

(p) Improve Effectiveness of the Sniper: Greater
emphasis should be placed on the rolz of the sniper. Too often wc
receive rlperts of the enemy escap:ing at ranges of L ,-5OO meters. A
well trained sniper should be able to kill or wound the enemy at that
range. Platoons should habitually employ the sniper.

(q) Co-anter Enerm Snipers: Dner- snipers arc a great
deterrent to US morale. Therefore, companies should organize sniper
killer teams to operate semi-independently to harrass the enemry. A
snipr with a sniper rifle and telescopic sight could selectively kill
while another team member adjusts artillery on Thc target.

(r) Specialized Training: To be successful guerrillas,
troopers must be instilled -ith paticnce and taught the fundamentals of
camouflage, concealment, light and noise disciplin., and to remain still
for long period of timc. Tec often a potentially effective ambush is
prematurely disclosed by coughing, scratching, movement tc relieve one-
self and other restless activitieo. Our troops camoiflage at night but
seldom camouflage fc- day operations. Training should give added emphasis
to proper conduct of the individual during ambush operations.

(s) Squad Area of Operations: Consistent witF com-
munications caabilities, emphasize squ-ads operating in areas of oper-
ation for 3 days without resupply. For example, enc company operatin g
by squacs in zones, separated but mutually supporting, can cover a large
area with thoroughness and ste lth. Mission of squads: ambush at

locating a significant enemy force the platoon/company consolidates on
the squad to fix the enemy and the battalion (-), standing by as an
irnediate roaction force, is brought to bear on the enemy to destroy him.

(L) Once contact is made react rapidly with all available
firepower and reinforcements without further regard to deception, stealth,
or surprise. Follow ing the engagement with the enemy, rcvert to semi-
guerrilla tactics until a subsequent contact is made.

16. (C) Recemendations:

a. That a minimum of four flyable CH-07 helicopters be
provided to the Brigade when supporting artillery is to be moved by anair LOC and foirard logistical 5upply points are established wi C o

land LOC is available and that a minimum of two med evac heliccpters be
provided as discunsed in Inclosure 4 (Logistics).

b. That the use of APV', CIDG ard (-+her indigenous para-
military forces (RF and PF units) in c,oncratLon anni coordination with
US forces continue to be maximizcd to conserve or augment the fercr
available to a US commander, as well as improve training, aggressiveness
and confidence of the Vietnamese units.

CON FIDE NT'
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c. That consideration be given to investigating apparent high
dud rate of CBU inair strikes throughout Vietnam. It appears that a
high percentage of the bomblets do not explode and are later picked up
by the VC and used in making booby traps and mines.

d. This Brigade continues to recommend 0-1 aircraft, equipped
with spray tanks, be made available to province and sector for immediate
and selective use in crop denial. This will eliminate long delays in
obtaining approval and Insure greater repponsivehess.

LADPEARSON
Brigadier Goneral, USA
Commanding

Inclosures:
1-Intelligence
2-Schematic Diagram of Operation
3-Personnel and Administration
4-Logistics
5-Communications
6-Civil Affairs
7-Psy War
8-Artillery
9-Engineer

Distribution:
1 - Asistant Chief of Staff fgr.Force Development, Dept of'the Ann'

Weshington DC 2031G
1 - CG, USARPAC (ATTN: GPOP-MH)
1 - CO, MACV (ATTN: WAC J343)
1 - CG, MACV (ATTN: MAC J2)
2 - CG, USARV
1 - CG, U3RV ('i 7: AVC Historical Division)
2 - CG, I FFOCEV
2 - CG, 101st Abn Div, Ft Csipbell, Ky
1 - CG
1 - DCO
1 - XO
1 - Si
1 - S2
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1 -S4
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CONFIDENTIAL
Inclomure 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations After Actcion Report, Oeration

SEWARD prto

. (C) ~Ajt The area of operations consisted of flat lowland used
for the cultivation of rice; sandy beach areas bordering the South China
Sea; rolling hills covered with grass and brush; and rugged forested mountains
forming a northern, southern, and western barrier around the area of cperations.
The sparse vegetation in the lowland provided good fields of fire, but, poor
cover and concealment. In the mountains, the heavy forest afforded poor fields
of fire, but good cover and concealment. The two main avenues of approach
were along Hwy fl (11-S) and Hw #7 (E-W). The hydrogr:phy of the ares was
critical with the flooded lowlands making overland ou.rations difficult.

2. (U) &thar s The period of the operation fell largely within the
autumn transition season. Heavy rains fell as predicted on approximately twenty
of the fifty operational days. Overland routes wore partially flooded and air
oporatiozis were restricted by the poor visibility and low ceilings. Thieso
weather conditions generally favored the enemy by concealing his activity and
moveamnt from aerial observation.

3. ()Aaas

a. The 5th NVA Division Headquarters remains situated in the vicinity
of the Ky Lo Valley (BQ 7585). This area has not been exploited by US forces
and is undoubtedly a well developed safe area in which NVAiVC forces rvalize
complete freedom of movement.

b. The southvrn portion of the Hieu Xuong District is another rela-
tively rugged and umexploited area which is presently being occupied by the
18B INA Regiment. Discovery of two PW camps provides positive proof that PW
camps are located well into enemy dominated territory and outside of friendly
Artillery fans.

c. Although the total enemy strength in Phu Yen Province built up
Curing the summer, friendly forces successfully accomplished the missic:' of
denying enemy access to the rice produce vhich was harvested. The ener.y, how-
over, was able to obtain sufficient rice to sustain themselves in outlying
clandestine paddies. The impact of major rice dunial however, is bound to be
felt during the months to come since enemy stores are significantly lover than
last yuar.

d. The enemy has consistently returned to wcll known base ares va
established routes and will continue to do so as long as friendly forccs are
not physically capable of occupying this terrain. They are thus based in areas
they are familiar with, which meet logistical roquisites% and allow them to
naintain established local contacts. This fooling of security in the outlying
areas makes the enemy particularly susceptible to a heliborne type assaut in
which reaction time may be sluggish.

0. It has been conclusively determined that enemy resupply is being
cffcctcd fron the coastal areas north of Tuy An.

f. There are indications that the local populace are responding favor-
able to friendly presence in Phu Yen Province. The number of informnts 1has
increased and in many cases provided accurate information leading to the dis-
covery of enemy installations. There has also been a recent increase of enemy
atrocities and terrorism used in retaliation.

g. Due to the fact that we were operating in generally the sare area
as Operation JOE4 PAUL JONES adequate recent photo coverage of the TAOR was
quickly accuired. Ex-tcnsive use was made of this photography to locate small
concealed UZ's and to brief LRRP personnel going into the area. In addition
an extensive mosaic was i mde to aid in properly assossing the terrain in con-
nection with the rice harvest in Tuy An. Due to the faniliarity with the terrain,
the pilots and observers were able to more readily notice small changes during
visual reconnaissonce. Red Haze missions are still not frequent enough or capable

1-1
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CONF I DETIAL
Inclosure I (Intelligence) to Combat Operations 'tar Action Report, Operation
SEW.&RD, (cont'd)

of being controlled nas to their TOT to the extent that significart intelli.-
gence can be gained.

h. The following COMSEC was provided during Operation 'E aD:

(1) 6,854 transmissions over the Coanennd Net, Op/li-.el Net, ar.'
Acb n/Log Not ere monitored during the period i15 September 1966.

(2) 3,287 transmissions through the "Strike" switchboard were
monitored during the period 15 Sep - 25 Oct 1966.

(3) Telephone violations ccnsisted of: disclosure rf a VIP
itinerary; compromise of a classified c-Jl sign; an(. disclosure of unit strc-rth.

a. The location of enemy PW camps, way stations, storag. areas, and
base camps have often been reported but past exploitation produce ! negative
results. Some success along these lines has been mot in Operation SEARD,
particularly in one instance when a unit successfully surprised a 2W camp by
utilizing a devious route of entry thcreby avoiding the early warn ing system
established by the enemy. In the exploitation of entry into susp ctod arcas
all efforts should be made to utilize unorthodox moans to gain rmAinum surprise.

b. There are indications that the enemy methods of attackc on FOB's
and CIDG camps ,ay be slightly modified now. Emphasis is being pi2ced on ob-
taining support from agents within the friendly porioter. It is also anti-
cipatod that attacks will be conducted without the uso of preparat cry fires;
the absence of preparatory fires reduces friendly reaction time.

c. Tc er:-.y has sophisticated ito cfforts ', obtain information on
friendly forcc through the use of indigenous labor and friendly c-untermeae-
ures- must be ii:provcd.

d. Wit-, the advent of more stringent requirements in the handling
of captured perscnnel has come added requirem~ents for the IPW Section. It i,
necessary that IPW tecins be attached to separate battalions in order tz proper-
ly categorize captives and facilitate proper processing of these i.:cZividuals.

5. (U) The following is a breakout of enemy weapons and matrial loss-
es during Operation SEW.&iDS

a. Weapons Captured:

Mauser rifle - 28
M-1 Garand rifle - 4
M1-1 carbine - 19
Pistol - 2
Flare pistol - 1
SKS - 8

eG-2 - 1
,4Y-4/7 1 0

LS 36 rifle -. 1
I LT 49 SMG - I
Thompson SMG - 4
M-'16 rifle 1

b. Amnaunition:

Grenades 65
Rifle frenade - I
Mines - 16

1-2



(§CNFIDEN TIAL
Inclosurs 1 (Intelligence) to Combat Operations 4iftor ',ction R~eport, Operation

SEWAYLRD, (cont'd)

Claymore- 1
Bangalore torpedo - 4
&L airiunition - 2600
60'.n Mort-ar - 10
2.75 rocket - 4
3.5 rocket - 1
PiG-2 rocket - 3

M~79- 19
De137itiono (The) - 19, I-Is

c. Other:

5 gal oil carns - 25
, enerator - 1
1'otors - 2
Cattle - 165
1liotorcycle - 1
Treshing machine - 1
Proteciviask - I
Boats (dtst) - J
Boats (d'a:0 ~ -

Salt (tons) - 1. 5
Fjs~i (tons) - 1.5
Ricec (tons) - 4.

.......-3
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_ 0 N FnDFr\TIAL
Tab A to Inclosure I (Intelligence) to .Conbat Oporations After atio.

" oport, Operation SLIX RD

1. (C) VC/,r."I. Initial Order of Battle Within 1/101 T.01:

a. it the beginning of Operation S:, .AD the 95th and 18D Nv. Regi-
S ments were confirmed as being present in 1'hu Yen Yre-',Ance and conse-quently

within the 1/10e T5 Th e ocal For. teg.on was believed to be dployed in
the eastern portion n f h rothince Oicinity of . Village, CQ -
0164) and the 95th eirint was believed to bo deplcy.;d to the west o "cirt-of border of r'hu -on!rhu Yc.- irovince S; 6878).

b. The 95th Battalion (561st &rty 3n), 68th j rty Regiment (:
I"'"s con1firmed in ihu Ion i:rovinc , exact location ul-]U-own.

c. The 85th VC Local Force Battalion was believed tQ be locate'd
souo.!.cst of Gung Son in the vininity of BQ 9135.

6. il-ine (9) District and loc.l foroe units we-re believed To bL loca-t-

ed in the province.

2. (C) Order of Battle Findings and Surn-ary in Operaticn h rea:

a, $urc-ary:

(1) The 5th ',a Divisior Keadquar-t;- is bclioved to be ccat-
in t-he vicinity of B 6892.

(2) Elements of the 95th ztc7eg:e".t (1T,) were contacted by 2/502
during the period 5-7 September 1966 vicin-ity B 9056.

(3) .,s a result ef ru-erous "carc _" anc Destroy" risions, por-
scnnel fro clements of the 1g , egincrt woex captured on 8 Sep 66. Interrc-
gaticn reports revealed information indicating the cveimnt of all clemncnts
cf the 183 NV., Regiment from vicinity of B 9656, across the Da hang "iver
an. .o the rhu Yen/Kharnh Hoa ]rcvince border vicinity CG 0225. 1"ission cf
the 18h (cginent was to move tc, "rea -- 3 (probably northern (hah hca iro-vincc)
and attack .HRVI,/US troops in order to disrut one:.; opcraticns pcri Ztting the
acquisition --f rice and food rzat;rials. See Lppendix 1 for Crier of Battle
info mation pertainning tc crg-.uizaticn a.:1 strength -, ,c 18Z'b , Regiment.

(4) The 85th VC Local Force Battalion was not contacted in fc.rce
dtu il.6 t1i5 oriprotion. !icwuvCr, si.iJl elumunts of 377th VC Co (sub zil ,tu
to 85th VC Bn) were located at C 115291 (20 Lot 66), LN 030338 (8 Oct 66),
B4 960338 (9 Oct 66) and B 940303 (10 Oct 66). It is believed that the 85th
VC LF 3 n is still located vicirdity of Bi 9,135 with its subordinatc units operat-
ing independently and separated.

(5) Elements of the 307th VC IF were contacted for the first
time and as a result of detailed interrogation, inforration was obtained reveal-
ing dispositions of the following subordinate units: Ngoc Co - b 9.089l, Thap
Co - B 9D891, Duong Co (-) B 930875 en 1 Sup 66. See ppendix B for Order
of 3attle irnfoxnti,)n portaining to orgarization and strength of 307t VC MT
Battalion.

(6) Small resistance groups (5-10 personnel), which were elements
of i'e .dnie (9) district and local force units were contacted periodically
wit!- insignifi-ant, intelligence results.

b. FJnal VC/NVJ dispositions at termination cf Operationr SEW"RD are
located in 4ppondix 3.
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~LxtoCONFiDENTIA

toTob.. t' Inolosure, 1 (Itlioc)to -Cona, poervtion~s

V r QU!' *iPort, Operation SEWARD

1. ~ik.L B rF0o'Ltd 0N ON

a. HSC(

The rerc-ine't was formed in.~o 1965 f -r 2-adre of the 308th
Division and new, rcec'uits. In July 196-5, ti-ne 'Qocien- i-ve from Ta Thnh
irovince NIM to iuang Blinh xro.-in-ce NV~wh-z -e it begafn preirnfiltrat c - train-
ing. In late December 1965 the iAegimernt departed N"P Cn 20 Jan. 1966 the
183 itegimaent arrived In Laos, and in early Parch it "rrivcd J.r, Camboda Cu.

ro.g t. The A~egibent nioved to Darlac irovince in 'p-il 1966 andJ ru-aine.-
icr one nor-th. During this month the aegiriiont is believed to 'have pa'Licip'
atcd in a battle in conjunction with elements of the 33rd and 66t"-1 g17nt:
41:".. In May 1966 the x e-t moved tc ihu Yen irov to rp-14evu ti-fj 95thi '"j *.~ cr*
in )l! cc 'd.vinu the 95th a ohanoe to reorgarize after havin zadc o er; t
Utr~icps. The date of relief w~as reportedl to, have becy. 15 Juno 6.-. L -rin,

the period 20-25 June 66 the 183 nogixc-ent suotairnud 459 K-L (3,0) riost of whi: h
were froma the 7th D3n. Fienernts ,.f the le73 ,o--~t have L-ncontn cted in hiot.
Xuonf, Valley, and at present the, Act is believed to o cate--3 on the io-u
Yun Naimh Hca border.

b. TA.fLZflNG

TwhI 18D hegt w.-.s sulbordinate. to thu 325th NV. Div before cr~lr-y
irnto 5,21'. The 'hegt went through a 9 n-onth tr-ding prograr. prior to entry
into !h~.Iis tzainin,7 program lasted frora March to December 65. Traininc
was conducted in the following two ma-Jor areas to cc:.,par.y level.

1. ioLITIC§

a. The lrl,

b. Tha.iirr Arosblcd an Wouade
c, Pialitaory 1?xo sclytinc r ciicy
d. erisoncrs and Desorturs
e. War Trophies

~..ioagai-st US Ityc)riaii-sts
h. 1-and and .'.ice; reforns
i. Ethn~ic PI'inority tolic-y

a. Individual Combat
b. Lt.-ging Trenches
C. Firing i'ractice
d. .abush Tactics
e. x(aid Tactics
f. A~ttack ofL Strongholds
Cg. sftt Lek of lielibore C,-iratjcns
hl. -attack of Tanks
i. Carrying heavy Loa ds.

c. CO"T FIh11'4CY

(i) &t present the Aegirilnt consists of' 3/4 experienccd pe;r-
sonnc L d 1/4 Draf teers. It has been reported tf.at tbhcrc is frictio-n betweeOn
NV and V' pcorsonrnel.

(2) iraoia luw becauase cf thu fullowinur rcasons.

a. Fear of .dir Strikus
b. Lack of P~cdical Supplies
c. Lack of Food
d. Lrior to lucv.'nC 1WA.j -usic .rc nut,. perrnittt;,d to visit

their homes.

l-k '



SUNI- LUENT IAL
A&adil " t, -Tab A to Inclosure 1 (Intelligene) to Cobat Operations ,

AfteIici Reort, Oerati6n SEWARD

M M 1.'a caused the greatest number of casualties* During
the infiltv .-n into JN the 7th Bn lost 100 personnel who contracted
malaria or ,- sorted. Personnel who contracted malaria during infiltration
were left behind. Despite 1Qsses, the regiment is a cohesive fighting
organization with well trined cadc. e

d. ~iX The 18B t, along with the 95th NVA
is subordinate to the 5th NN.&- Divisior. (F.ka Nong >urn 5 or --gricultural
Site 5), which is possibly the 325th Jivision. U1 -hird regiment has been
identified. Last reported location of the 5th Die Hs was v.c P:huoc Tan

e. LOGISTICS: Front line troops carry a five day ration, and
rear personnel maintain a 15 day ration sup oly. (I dys ration ic 4CC irarz
of rice per man). When going into combat each ran carries 2 sets of paj=msp
1 set of undcrwsar, hammock, gas mask, mosquito net and plastic sheets
(raincovur). Since arrival in country the ]853 has hcd no medical1 ri:supply.
Uniforms consist of Tan/Uroy (Service Issue) and blck (Local Issue)
p!.j s. h1ice supply points for the regi m.nt during May and June were at
Tinh To (B930330) and Dc i.uor.g (EBQ40269).

f. CV DiSi TI0N3: The following cover designaticns have
been used by the 182:

(1) In N, - Son. Chu

(2) During infiltratien - hung Dac, Cong Truons 6, Wcrksito
60, infiltration Group 303 a, b, c.

(3) Akcent coer nus - ruog Dao, Cons Truong 6, Wcrksitc
60, ing Trang, ConC Truong.

(4) 3attalicns: 7th- T: truong 2, it Bnj, "h, h7, D2044
ist C H'3 1
2nd 'c - w32
3rd ' - h33
4th - i34

8th - . , K2, 3032, ,.ri. Site 8.

5 t_1iCc 36th Co -37
bth Cc, - i-37

9th n- 3rd Bn, 303C, -gri. Site 9, Hi3.
9th Co -h39

11th Co - h-4J-
12th Co - H42

(5) Support Companics: 13th DKL - 43
14th h¢ort -44

15th - 45
i6th info - U46
17th 'fr-n.s - H47
18th &cd - H48
19th Engr - }49
20th Accon - H50

i Chem Unit -

(6) Letter Dox DF -yrntA(rnn:

(a) i-togt PHs

J. Staff - 92.201
2 2ol 5cc - 92.202
3 iar Service 6uc - 92, 203

"O F O T I A L-
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.LppancL~x 1 to "ab A to Inolosure 1 (.Ttelliecnce) to Combat OperationsB

After Action Report, Operoction S~EAD

(b) -:± Br - 511j1/ (112

2 2nd Co - 92.215 (5113/4&)
33rd Co - 92.216 ( 5114/4-)
j 4 th Co - ci'. 217 (5115/ ,O

()S~h R~-92.218
15th Co - 92.219

2 6th Co - 92.2-20
.1 7th1 Co - c2.2,21
4 8th Co - 92.222

(d) 9th Bri - 92.223
S9th Co - 9 .2211

210th 'o - S£24-5
ltn 0c, - c.2.226

.~12th Co - c'-2.227

(e) suppcrt U 1'itsL

2 h43 92.205
3H45 -92.207

SH46 -92.208

L h~47 -92.209

- .~ 4S -92.210
IT9 - 92.212
i-i5C-9 . 2

0 Choy', - 2.204

h. W-EeOICS

(1) Th~c13 rm.1vih cziatc. onanuiactuzcd
ChiCom and Soviet wc-apcrns te iincludo.:

(a) ni. mrtarz

(d) 12. 47m!4

(a) w-K, carl ir~
(f) iPistls

( ' S-3 faQ

(i)" B40

(2) -. possible tct"' o-f hc-, ,weapo!as for thc ru, amient i.s
in-dicated below. Ro accuxatc repct ha~s onr rcivd thi rattcr.

WEI1 H.1 Br H-2 3n h.3 B- II3 I~ iL Or, I Cc-~

8~mmortar 2 2 2 4, 10
12. 7m-n 2/I 2 2 4 10

7r' 2 2 2 4 10
6 6 6 18

E-40 4 4 412

(a) *zzn.unition appcears tc -Le in- adecquatc supply -L t xt
Plentiful. At :,ortcd cachcs do not indicate; lar2.c auant4itics --f Licrftr arnia

luL zrunition czi hand .,nd not muen has b,,Een- ca.otulred.

-k .CTIIXIT W Ci PLT QIC igV~ iU YEJ iPLQVfLN E:

2 14a B 49&3C675
i;993/ 85 7th
B-955?05 V! I

i8'IS210 .'~c-r zcrvicts an& Producti.on

-COFJFIDENJAL-



I CONF IDE NTIAL
EL "~ippendix 1. to Xab . £ to Inclosiuro 1 (Inte-Uigunco) to L=&at OperatiorLD

A..tcrAotlon Report, Operation SEWARD

19 Jun E-b-926629 7 th Bn
it B4973705 9 th Bn

C CO8656 6th En and .&7 ~s
27 Jw- B 930564 FRg O

Jull B498369()
E4.-5 4PQ30 7th Si.

C,4k070 8th n
B4950510 9th Drn

1s Jul 0-,d70570 U/I Br.
22 Jul 0(000635
27 Jul. B4,150510
7 -ug I

9 &'ug BE-927847 7th and 1 th 3 n-s
U1 Aug 1 922490c,, U/I
13 -iug 134952553 183 egt
15 --ug , 4032562 U/I ,
23 .ug B,964558 133 "Ogt

C,4CJL1473 U/1 3n
2 ,ug -4790354 U1/ Co

3 Sep - ,87287M Qth 3n
5 6a C 010 290 Blements of 18D Re~t
8 6u 0.420270 7t1h cn ,th :'n5

j. 6ifL113 -ms of Sept 66 the strength of the 183 icg is as
indicated below.

183 xiugt 1937 1765
7th Br.4 377
Sth En 4-no 392
9?th Bn 41 398
h.43 Cc (Rit) 78 7L
H.44 C-- (M,1ort) 56 52
1".45 0o k(j&&) 107 917
Fl.46 tCo (Sig) 68 63

h4:7 Co (Tr--,-,) 15. 6

F.49 Cc (Er.gr) 56 36
H-.50 Cc (RCCon) 24
Rqgt H,4s a1 Si

t

1 1 , 1 1
111,1 F -.11 r IA
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Appe~x It lb 'A to Inclosure I(Int-22if,enoo) to Cobat Opez.ution

2.Organizational. 'ha T, 1r.3 J14a hegimrent
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=CONFIDENT.IAL

'Appendix 2 to Tr-.) to Inclosure I %IntfQ'.11605(, *'. Comba~t OpemratJions
__ After ,.ction iieport7, Oj)ation SEWsu.rD

1. Qrgwnizational Chart, 307th VC M~ain Force Oattalion.

I

Lk ngII go0 Thap

2. 307t- VC ! 2~n Order of 3sttle iinj,

a. T -C-tjh V0 1- 3n has a . c t approxi:nately 300
Pcrsonnrcl ci.'_t'.z 4 Sep '-6. Lach cc' j-a ~ nL~ s100
pcrscin cl. bn attalior h--3 2 UMIu Ir r.h ±umliF-r) c -d -, oxilatcly
250 rifles to irncludc US caliber .30 .1,j n-'uEcs l U carbines
and Soviet c-rbines.

b. Te307uh '.rC I4F 13n wa last locatcud in vicinity 134940cl
Dr I See Cc

c. Thu ruiss-ier cfL the 307th V70 ?"' 'r. W-Is tc organizec c-dre
in tnc hamrcts of knhu Ycr. irovincu. TL-- ttii,, -I- to .xj Cctu

wi th t-he 1st L~e 101st Div at all coczt.

T hap P C f T ha P C o ar.n 3 07"tt-hO Y -'n
DunnE GOC of Da~c. Co.
!,"oc COc.? igcc CO
Tua% - lut L,-r of h-3O i !1.c-cn, ]DuorE Co.
I'hu -,s -clat Ldr of zH-3 platcc., Ducn-c C c.

i-\ % I - 2-l r



CONFIDENTIAL
Appendix 3 to -ab -i to Inclosure 1 (Intelligence) to ,obt Operations

diter Action Report, Opdration SEWARa

5th NV Div HQ D6892 - 22 Oct
95th WA Rogt B48959 - 10 Oct
18D NVL Rogt B3(9656 1930 6 Sep
7th Bn, 18B NVA'Regt Q 0227 '400

.th Bn, CQ 0227 400
9th Bn, C4 0227 430
95th Bn, 68th Atrty Regt B7877 127 12 -Ig
Duong Co, 307th VC MF Bn B14940891 I00 4 Sep
Ngoc Co, BQ940891 100
Thao Cc, " D940891 100
U/I VC Co C(4075955 - 5 Oct
U/I 3 VC Squads CWI09195 - 6 Oct
"B" Concentrated atoon C-112934 -- 15 Sep
VC Dispendary Bt%741712 30 6 Oct
U/! VC Co B4838845 - 28 -ug
U/ VC Dn B4915840 300 12 ",ct
U/! VC Co 13t4984775 150 22 Scp
U/I 2 VC Coo C4023704 --
U/I VC Dn CW009708 - 16.Sep
U/I VC I1at C4107936 -- 17 Sep
U/I 2 VC Coo CO7O7O3 200 12 Oct
U/I 2 VC Coo C 155650 200 6 Sep
U/i 2 VC Alatoons C,093614 - 15 Sop
U/I VC Dn C4090595 - 24 Sep
U/I VC Dn i Bh918525 300 16 Sep
U/I VC Platoon C09847O - 15 Sep
U/I VC Platoon Ca125369 - 4 Oct
30th VC MF Bn C477335 - 3 Oct

1-A-!-1
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u~s re 2 (Operation Schematics) to Combat Operations Aftd!r Action Report,
Qperation SEWARD

0O)peration scrcnmztic3 for the threc phases of the operation are attached
as f ollows:

TAB A - Ric Harvest Protection Areas
TAB B - Per..od 5 Sep -3 Oct
TAB C - Period 4 -25 Oct

2-1 J
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.CONFIDENTIAL u
Inclosure 3 (Personnel and Administration) to Combat Operations After Action

Report, Operation SVOMU

I (C) UNIT STRENGTHS:

a. Begining of Operation 3EARD.

(I) The Brigade personnel strengths at the beginning of Operation
SEWARD were as follows:

• Authorized Augmented (MTOE) 4490
Assigned 5488
Present for Duty 4335

Airhead - Tuy Boa (3354)
Base Camp - Phan Rang (1002)

Not Present for Duty 1153

(2) The assigned strength was 122% of the augmented authorized strenjh.
The present for duty strength was 97% of the augmented authorized strength.

(3) Of the Not Present for Duty Strength; 410 were hospitalized, 403 were
intransit, 237 were on TDY/SD status, 67 on leave, 22 in confinement, and 1 4
AWOL.

b. Conclusion of Operation MWARD.

(1) The Brigade personnel strengths at the conclusion of Operation S,ARD
were as follows:

Authorized Augmented (MTOE) 451 7
Assigned 5937
Present for Duty 5057

Airhead - Tuy Hoa (4065)
Base Carp - Phan Rang (992)

Not Prcc-;t for Duty 880

(2) The assigned strength was 131% of the augmented authorized strength.
The present for duty streneth was 112% of the augmented authorized strength.

(3) Of the Not Present for Duty strcngth; 304 were hospitalized, 310 wCere
intransit, 158 were on TDY/SD status, 55 on leave, 21 in coafinement, 9 AOL,
and 23 detached.

(4) A "Scout Dog" pli-toon was assigned to the Brigade an 4 September
1966, however, they did not arrive until 26 September 1 966.

(5) An Army Postal unit ws attac'.cd to the 7igade on 1 October. The
arrival of personnel for this unit will permit better postal service in the
forward area and release of troopers presently engaged in postal activitics.

c. The increase in strength during Operation SE'ARD was due to the arrival
of 751 replacements who were reassigned to subordinate urts as followE:

1/327 140 2/320 98
2/327 121 Spt Bn 71
2/502 177 Sepat ate 144

Companies

2 (C) GhSUALTIES:

a. Casualties for the operation were as follows:

UNIT KIA IA

HHC-IMRP 5
1/327 3 22
2/327 9 79

3-1
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COF I DELTIALj 2/502 35
2/320 4 14
A 2/17 3 t
A 326Engr 2 10

.Spt Bn 1

TOTAL 26 169

b. Total casualties to date:

KIA WIA MIA

317 1713 2

3 (U) _.,SOME-,PROG-RMS:

a. The Red Cross Recreational Unit began an accelerated program during the
operation. These young ladies made weekly visits to Tuy Hoa to distribute
literature and serve in the mess lines. The response to this program has becn
excellent.

b. Two US0 shows visited the Brigade during the period. They performed for

approximatelv 4 hours for the troops located at Tuy Hoa South.

c. Classes were given in administration a d postal opcrations.

d. A vigorous program to purge from unit morning reports all personnel
assigned, not joined, was initiated. Ore hundred two personnel who on arrival
in Vietnam were diverted to other units, were identified. Similarly, 187
personnel who were diverted before they departed COUS were identified. A" team
from USARV visited the Brigade to identify by name every man carried not-present-
far-duty. As a result of these actions over 250 personnel were dropped from
the assigned strength of the Brigade.

h (U) PERSONNEL PLANNG: Planning during the period involved thu following
areas:

a. Coordination continued for the scheduled rotation of ap-roximiate y
900 personnel during the month of December 1 966. Replacements are being
closely monitored'to insure their arrival is commensurate with anticipated
rotational losses.

b. The Brigade hired 5 civilian interpreters tc replace ARVN interpreters

in administrative and rear area jubs. 3nis will aiimr better utilization of
ARVN interpreters attached to the Brigade.

3.-2



Inclosure 4 (Logistics) to Ccibm-t. Operations Aftr Action Rport, C0pertion

SEWARD

1. (C) ORGANIZATION FOR SUPPOIIT:

a. Support. Battalion:

(1) Headauarters Detachmcnt: Provided the ccmmand and
control Mf the Forward Support Element (FSE). It was organized into
comnand, operations, communications and movement control elements.

(2) Supply Detachment: Was responsible for the receipt,
R storage and issue of all classes of supply. It also provided a rigger

section.

(3) Maintenance Detachment: Provided a repair capability
fcr small arms, artillery, engineer, automotive, signal and nuarter-
master equipment. It was organized into a shop office, a recovery and
contact team.

(4) Co D, 326th Medical Battalion: Established a clearing
station with an 80 bed capacity, a surgical section, a holding section,
an emergency treatment section, and a dental section.

b. Supporting Forces:

(1) Tuy Hoa Sub Area, Cam Ranh Bay Support Comand: Provided
command and control of the supporting logistics area.

e-d h(2) 10th Aviation Battalion: Provided two Airmobile companies
emuirped with UH-lB and. UH-lD helicopters for support of both tactical and
logistical operations.

(3) 35th Aviation Company: Provided CV-2 aircraft to trans-
port supplies, repair parts and personnel to and from the forward area.
Inconsistent allocation of CV-2 aircraft advrly afftected transportation
planning and disrurted the gen,.rally smooth flow of sapplies to the forward
area.

(4) 179th Aviation Company Airmobile Medium provided CH-47

Helicopter Support.

- (5) 498th Aviation Company (Air Ambulance); pro'ided edcal
air evacuation throughout the operation.

2. (C) MATERihL AND bERVICL6:

a. Supply: Tuy Hoa Sub Area -,as located in the vicinity of the
Brigade's Forward Support Element (FSE). This reduoud movement time of
supplies.

(1) Class I: "B" and "C" ration meals were gonsumed during
* the operation. Supplements to the "B" ration consistin% of fresh meat,

flour, bread, fresh fruit and vegetables, condiments and giound coffee were
received sporadically and often in far less Quantity than desired or auth-
orized. The Brigade experienced a critical shortage of starches to include
potatoes and rice. Ground coffee was unavailable for approximatuly five
weeks. A total of 428 short tons of Class I were issued to include 104 "A"
r'ition supplements 171,782 "B" rations and 51,040 rations of meal, combat,
individual. The shortage of ice remained a problem throughout the operation.
Per capita allowance. of ice normally remain,-ed below one pound per man per
day. The ice shortage was partly solved b thc shipment of ice by "N-i" boat
from Nha Trang to Tiy Hoa and the air transport of 4000 pounds daily from
Nha Trang to Tuy Hoa South Airfield aboard the Brigaces DS CV-2 aircraft.

F Neither expedient was able to co*,e with the demands of the .rigadt., as all
ice so obtained was shared with the rapidly expa.%ding FWMAF troci strngth
in the Tuy Hoa Area. The opening of a 15 ton per day ice plant by Pacific

I C NFI4DENT (AL
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Architect and Engineer Corp greatly alleviated the problem for a short
time. However the cancellation of M-b-r)at and air shipments of ice, plus
the continuing troop huild-ut in the Tiy Hoa area )on crtated a demand

Ti exceeding the plants output.

(2) Class II and IV: Support Battalion (Rear), at Phan Rang
provided 43 short tons of Class II and IV itums. jungle boots and Jungle
Fatiques were received in sufficient ouantity to suppoit all combat ele-. -ts
of the Brigade. Barrier materials wtre occasionally in short supIy and
sandbags became an especially hard to obtain item.

(3) Class III: The Tuy hoa Sub Area provided all types of
Class III and IIIA in sufficient ouantity to support logistical and tacticl
operations. A total of 395.9 short tons of POL were issued during the
operation, to include 25,200 gallons of DIESEL and 18,403 gallons of AVGAS,
and 89,200 gallons of MOGAS. Contmninated AICAS was received on three
separatv occasions and curtailed activities of the Brigade Aviation Section.

(4) Class V: The Bri-ade entered the operation with its basic
load. Tuy Hoa Sub Area maintained ' 4 day level of ammunition. A total of
801 short tons of Class V were issued. Yellow, green and violet smoke
grenades and signal illuminating ground star clust, rs ,re in short supply
throughout the operation.

(5) Water: Company A, 326th Engineer Battalion established a
water point at 'Thy Hoa North Airfield utilizing a 1500 GPH Erdalator. Units
at Tu Hoa South Airfield drew water from the Tuy Hoa Sub Area water point.

b. Maintenance: The Supporb Battalion maintenance det-chment
received 117 automotive, 583 signal, 269 armament, 120 instrument, 177 service
and 105 engineer job orders. Of this number, all but 5 automotive, 23 signal,

3 arnzazent, 4 instrument, 9 service and 7 enginuer jobs werm completed.

c. Transportation:

(1) Ground Transportation: An average of 20 - 2J ton trucks
per day were utilized in support of the Brigade.

(2) Air Transportation:

(a) Fixed Wing:

1 CV-2 aircraft flew 637 sorties totalling 8,504 PAX
and 753 short tons of cargo.

2 C-123 aircraft supported the Brigade with 3 sorties
for a total of 29 PAX and 14 shczit tons of cargo.

C-130 aircraft flew a total of 16 sorties carrying

400 PAX and 83 short tons of cargo.

(b) Rotary Wing:

1 Both UH-!D and CH-47 helicoptcrs wcm used in
support of committed forces. Mormally, two CH-47 aircraft supported the
Brigade on a day to day basis. Their utilization was restricted primaril,
to bulk haulin6 of artillery anunition and Class III.

2 A y helicopter's lifted a total of 3928 short
tons of supplies in support of the Bri-ade.

d. Other Services:

(1) Graves Registrzlion was provided by the 229th Quartermaster
Company.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(2) Bath facilities were -rovided at both Tuy Hoa North and
South Airfields by the 226th Quartermaster Companyr.

(3) Laundry services was established at Tuy Hoa South Airfiuld
by the 226th Quartermaster Company.

.3. (C) .OCL

a. The revised Medevac Request Form was used for the first time
throughout an entire operation. It proved much simpler and more efficient
thah the older form.

b. Stringent measures were taken to reduce the incidence of malaria,
Commond emphasis was placed on the rolling down of sleeves at sundown, use
of mostuito bars and insect repellent, coatinuous insecticide spraying
programs, and enforced dosage of Chloroquinu Primaquine and Diaminodiphenylsune
(DDS). These precautions depressed the rate of malaria significantly during
the month of September 1966. The extensive area of operations, combined
with an increase in FWMAF troop strength overtPned the capability of one
niedevac helicopter. Accordingly, an urgent recest was made for additional
medevac helicopters. Eventually, a "LUSTOFF" Oper:-ions Center was estab-
lished with sevural aircraft to provide coverage throught the area of
operations,

c. Patients Treated:

(1) WIA 121

(2) KIA 26

(3) Non-Battle Injury 157

W(4 Disease 563

(5) Returned to Duty 232

(6) Evacuated to Hospital 583

(7) Remain in Holding 26

(8) Total Patients Treated 841

d. Hospitalized Personn:l Categorized by Wounds:

(1) Head 13

(2) Chest 9

(3) Abdomen 3

(4) Uper Extremities 55

(5) Lower Extremities 57

4. (u) SUMRY:

a. The organization for logistical support during Operation
SEW'ARD wao adequate.

b. One medical evacuation helicopter cannot provide adequate
coverage for a Brigade deployed over in extensive area of operation.

FprecuntlyA two or :qore medevac mission requests are received at the same
time from widely separated units. The problem becomes critical if the
medevac aircraft must leave the area o operations :;ntirely to transport
patients to a supporting field hospital. This necessitates diversion of
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utility helicopters for medewnc backup until the medevac aircraft returns
to the area of operations.

5. (U) CONCLUSIONS:

a. Except for continued rfinements the current organic organiaticn
for support should be continued.

b. Additional medevac helicopturs must be provided when the arua
of operations becomes too extensive for one aircraft to support. It is
preferable that at least two medevac helicopters be provided in order to
answer two simultaneous mudevac requests from widely separated points. One
mudevac helicopter can then remain in the area of operations wh,-n the othur
aircraft is transporting patients to a field hospital outside the ar-a of

c-'ratiens.

UINCL ASSIFI ED
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Z Inclosure 5 (Communications) to Combat Operations After Action Report,

1. (11) Background:

The lst Brigado Headaarters Compare' Communc:tic ns Platoon and the
FASCP had the joint mission of mintaining the communications systens estab-
lishod during the previous operation.

2. (C) Operationst

a. VHF Section - Provided conzunications between Brigade CP and
Battalion Trains areas at TUY BOA South Airfield and displaced the systera
to the new Battalions Trains Areas in the vicinity of 7nU HIEP (1).

b. Communicatlons Center Section - Continued to provide secure
teletype service to I FFORCEV. The services were expanded from a half
duplex circuit to a full duplex and another half duplex circuit to enable
the Brigade to handle the increased traffic. The section also continued
to provide internal motor messenger service.

c. Switchboard/Wire Section - Continued to maintain the
established system. The number of local subscribers increased to 85
while termdnating lateral circuits to let Bd, 4th Inf Div.

d. FM Radio Section - Provided F?4 Radio Nets within the Brigade
extending retransmission stations to CYAP CHAI Mountain with relay
stations at the DONG TRE and VUNG RO BAY areas.

c. 1 /ITT Radio Section - Continued to operate a secure RTT
Net between TUY HOA and PHAN RAIG, extending secure nets to the maneuver
battalions at DONG TRE and TUY '.

f. Maintenance Section - Continued to pi'c-vide maintenance sup-
ort for the Brigade Headquarters and Headquarters Company and attach-
ments.

g. I FFODCEV Signal Support - 5hth Signal Battalion continued
tn provide circuits into the area system, a secure RTT to I FF01CUV, and
single side band phone patch net between TUY HOA, PHA! IRNG anid NI-,A TRIG.

3. Problem areas:

a. Equipment sh-tags - Twelve .... AC generators were requst-
iened on "02" priority in November 1965 and requisitioned on 23 Aug 66 as
replacements for the PE75 generators, which have proved unreliable.

b. T195 transmitters continue to present critical maintenance
problems. insufficint floats are available to Maintain a continnouly
operational system, even though all AM radios are consolidated under
Brigade control.

c. Typhoon and Strike IFear telephone circuits contime to pro-
vide marginal service with numerous interruptions.

5-1i
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Inclosure 6 (Civil Affairs) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
V Oeration SFWARD.

1. Civil Affairs Activities during Operation SW.ARD centered mainl,
on improving and exoanding orograms initiated during Operation JOHN PAUL JO .

a. A significant step ir tris irection was the expansion of the
weekly mectings between the Comnan'Ing Gencral and >.c Province Chief to
include participants from all other U- &0vernmental agencies present in
this Province.

b. There wac also increased cooperation at the District - Battalicn
level. As the battalions spread out and started operating indcpendcntl.'
within districts, they aloo tied in closely with District Chiefs and MACV
Sub-Sector Advisors.

c. New MACV regulations concerning categorizing civilian dctainccE
into one of several categories were implemented during this period as gere
new orders concerning death, injury and property damr.ge to non-combatants.

2. Civic Action Activities during Operation S.KARD were highlighted by
the increased activities of the Battalion S-5s and the enhanced capability of
the Brigade to support these activities through close ties with in country
agencies and the establishment of a Brigade Civic Action Supply Point at
Phan Rang.

a. This supply point was established with %bout 45 tons of American
Christmas Truck and Train ASSN. Supplies which were shipped t ; the Brigade in
late August 1966. By keeping this material in the Phan Rang Ease Area, it
can be held ready for distribition when and where reeded, while not enctumbering
the forward elements of the Brigade with 45 tons of -,-ditional supplies to
move around.

b. Some 158 Civic Action Projects were accomplished and reported
during Operation SEKARD. These included:

Health and Sanitation 49
Public ork 17
Transportation 15
Cornerce and Industry 1
Agriculture and Natural Resources 9
Education and Training 7
Community Relation 23
Communication 13
Refugee Assistance

3. Other notable events during Operation SEWARD included:

a. The detachment of VA Team 9, 41st Civil Affairs Company from this
Brigade. This leaves only one Civil Affairs Team in suppo. of this Brigade.

b. Members of the S-5 Section of this Brigade provided area familiar-
ization and orientation training to S-5 personnel of the 1st Brigade, 4th
Infantry Division, which had just arrived in countny.

c. The full rice harvest in Phu Yen Province was completed on 25
October, 1966. This Brigade had protected and supnorted the accomplishment
of this harvest, which yielded 17,343.5 mctric ton5 or 89% of the Province
goal of 19,500 metric tons of rice.

d. A Brigade Voluntary Civic Action Fund was established and re-
gulations governing its operations were published.

'-7 6--1



...... CON FIDEk N TIAqL -
In'closure 7 (Psychological Warfare-) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation SEWARD (U)

. (U) Psychological Objective: Psychological Warfare activities
were oriented and directed toward enemy units and friendly civilians in
the cperational area.

2. QCG) Operation SEWARD:

a. Leaflets: A total of 5,947,000 leafle's were dropped during
the operation. See Tab A for exaxrples of leaflets representative of
those used on the operation.

b. Loudspeaker. A total of 60 hcurs of loudspeaker appeals
were delivered by USAF U-I aircraft, HU-ID helicopters and the Ground
Speaker Team* The themes used in the appeals were CHIEU-FOI, Demoral-
ization and Pice Harvest. A total of four qpecial xapes were made during
the operation.

c. Summary. Three personalized, specialized, and localized
leaflets and four special tapes were directed toward enemny units and
friend!y -ice harvest locations in the operational area. 2t is belie-red
that psichological operations, together with the violent offensive nature
of the tactical situation, contributed extensively to the demoralization
of eurvivirg enemy personnel. By the closing date of the operation, a
to al of ten ralliers had surrendered themselves to Brigade personnel.

d. Lessoa: Learned:

(1) When new leaflets are produced, particularly special
learflets, at least 200 nics of the translation should be included;
these copies will be used az handouts to IVIF visitors.

(2) Leaflet boxes should be ccated with a water resistant
3ubstance (i.e. plastic, wax, etc) and more securely boad as a greater
precaution against inclement weather.

(3) An example of tle contents should be clearly displayed
on the outside of all leaflet boxes along with the ouantity and general
classifica tion.

r) c An augmentation to the Brigade of one school trained

P,3y War officer and tc c-isted man has been appruved. The personnel
have been rcquisitioned and should be assigned on an expedited basis.

(5) A raquirement exists for one interpreter t- be avail-
able to work with the Psy Woar team on cperatior.

(6) A portable hand-held speaker is needed for use by the
Ground Speaker Team.

Tab: A - Leaflets -

- -

I
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Tab A to Inclosure 7 (Psychological Wrfar- ) to Combat After Action
~ RePort, Operation SEWARD

English Trans latlon for 245!N-35-67

THIS IS VIET CONG "LIBJa- ION"I

These South Vietna-mese citizens were found by soldiers from tho U.S.

101s3t Airborne Division on September 24th, near Tuy Boca in Phu YLen

Province. They were bein, held in a Viet Gong prison camp 6ere they

suffered mistreatment, starvation and dis&sc -somec for almost two yci.rs.

This is a good example of the "Glorious Lilb--raticnll pr.Lisd b-., tho2

Vivt Cong "National Lib-cration Front". This is how tho Viet Gong 'reat

their countrymen.

Sup_-ort your government against the Viet Cong. Help stop Viet Cong

"Liburation" *



* Tab A to Inclosure.7 (PsycholDgical Warfare) to Combat After Action
Report, Operation SEWARD

I--

Eiglish Translation for 245N-35-67

THIS IS VIET CONG "LIBERATION"

These South Vietnamese citizens were found by soldiers from the U.S.

101st Airborne Division on September 24th, near Tuy Hua in Phu Yen

Province. They were being held in a Viet Cong Trison carq where they

suffered mistreatment, starvation and dis:asu - somn for almost two years.

This is a good example of the "Glorious Liberation" promised by the

Viat Cong "National Liberation Front". This is how the Viet Conr treat

their countrymen.

Support your government against the Viet Cong. Help stop Viet Cong

"Liberation".

If
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Tab A to Inialosure 7. (Psycholpgical 'arl-are) to Coi -bat. After Action
Report, Operation SEWARD

..... NO W

English Translatic. "or 245N-35-67

THIS 15 VILT CONG "LIBBRATION11

Thesu South Vietnamiese citizens were found 1:soldiers f ront the U.S.

301lst Airborne Diviision oni Septcnbor 2.fth, ncar Tuy Hoa in Phnu Yen

Provinc, . They were being held in a ViP't Con prison camp v. urc thtoy

suffered mistreatment, starvation and li saase - sc-i., for almost two years.

This io a good example of the "Glorious Liberation" prorbiscd by the

Viet Cong "National Liberation Front". This is how the Viet Cong treat

their countrymen.

k Surpaort your government against thc Viet Cong. 1ieip stop Viet Cong

" Abe ration"l.
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Reports Oeation SEWARDM

IbbI

144

Dglish Translation for 24s5N-35-67

THIS IS VIET CONG "LIBERATION"

These South Vietnamese citizens ware found by soldiers from the U.S.

101st Airborne Division on September 24th, near Tuy Hoa in Phu Yen

Province. They were being held in a Viet Cong prison camp where they _

suffered nistreatmentj, starvation and disease - some f or almost two years.

This is a good example of the "Glorious Liberation" promised by the

Viet Cong "National Libera~tion Front". This is how the Viet Cong treat

their catiftrymefl.

Support your government against the Viet Cong. Help stop Viet Cong
u. "Liberation". 74** 7I



74p A to noploturj. (PSychological Warfam) to Combat After Action
Report, Operation S,,,'D

: I

I

EVYER E WILL PTIY THESE PEOPLE

The people whose picture you see on the reverse side have just been

liberated from a V.C,, prison camp by members of thf fM'erican 101st Airborne

Division. Besides Mr. Truong, fr-Xuan, the Chisf of M-Trung Hamlet,

Mr. Troung-Tung, secretary of Phuoc-Thin Hamletj Mr. HoaWg-Kim, Chinh,

the Self Defense Corps Private Second Class and Mr. Troun-Van Din, a Free.

South Vietnamese soldier there are Mrs. Vo-Thi-am, Mrs. Lam-Thi-An,

Mr. Nguyen-Hag and 1gujym-Hong, four irocent civilians.

Their thin bodies and their haggard faces will prove that during their

impripoment they were without clothes, m:strsatad, and suffered miserable

at the hands of the V.-, Now, all of them have been fed in a temporary

camp and treated by GMN medical personnel to restore their health before

returning home.

Because of the VC* we see scenes such as these.

Help the South Vietnamese Covernment bri.ng security and safety to your

land, and give you a new life of peace and good wil.9



:Tab A to. Inclosur .7 (Psychological Warf ae) to Combat After Action
Report, Operation SEWARD

Leaflet No. 245N-17-67'.

Drawing of two Vietnamese workirSg in rice field rnd talking. Dialogue
to the effect: The harvest will well. Thu free world soldiers are
protecting our' fields and workers, therefore we can work with peace of
mind knowing we are safe from the Viet Cong attack and thievery.
(NOTE: This type leaflet was used effectively to depict the hard work-
ing pesant in VC controlled areas)

FRONT: Work in peace. The 101st is protecting your rice harvest.

Dong-bac hay tam gat luz.
Su-Doan 101 dang bao-ve mua
lua cua ba con.

'; "-'- i 7
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F91b A: ta Ihova.w. 7 (Pm7hohi0G±a.1 VarT ar4) to Cmbat Af-ter Aotion
Report, Operation SEWARD

1*

People, you mst cut (harvest) your rice. The 101st will protect you.

ILIig
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Inclosure 8 (Artillery) to Combat Operations After Acticn Report, Oper-
ation SWMARD (U)

1. (0) Mission: 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery direct
support of Ist Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. Battery B, lst Bat-
talion (towed), 30th Artillery reinforced 2nd Battalion (Airborne) 320th
Artillery,

2. (C) Execution:

a. 5-7 Sop: All units were placed on standby alert. Units
continued maintenance programs and training for the upcoming operaticn.
Initial positions at the beginning of the operatic a '!orc:

(1) Hqs Btry CQ219411 GS 1st 're

(2) Btry A CQ219411 OS 1st Bde

(3) Btry B BP987829 DS 1/327

() Btry C BQ949421 DS 2/327

(5) b/1/30th Arty CQ111675 R C/2/320

b. On 4 September, due to an operation in the 1.1, N, HOA area,
Battery D (Provisional) was organized with two tubes from A/2/320th
Arty and t ,io tubes from B/2/32Oth Arty. This unit continued as - firing
element through the end of Operation JOHN PAUL JONES and into Operation
SARD. Their initial location was CQ07837.

c. 7-10 Sep: Or 7 Sep C/2/320th Arty displaced twc tubes
fe!,ward to BQ970455 to support elements of 2/502d Inf. Twao 3/A ton
trucks were carried forward by CH-47 and closed P.t 1630 hours.

d. On 8 Sep, C/2/320th Arty displaced to c:,crd "Q2h5580 in
D3 2/502 Infe The unit moved by CH-47 and cl-sed at 1630 hours.

e. On 9 Sep, A/2/320th Arty displaced by CV-2 to D" T RE then
overland to B'956795 in direct suppaort of 2/327th Tlf. Unit closed at
1630 hours.

f. 10-16 Sep: 10 Sep B/2/320th Arty displaced to rOO9006e
by convoy at 1530 hours. Closed at 1945 hours. Unit in direct support
of 1/327th InIf C/2/320th Arty began displacement by Cq-47 t- C1219hi
in (33 Ist Bde, 101st Abn Div. Unit closed .t 1630 hours. B/7/320th
Arty from CQ090066 t.- CQ166135 by road tc give bet,.:.r coverae to the
operation of 1/327th Inf. 1/327th Inf replaced by 2/502d Inf for this
particular phase of the acticn.

g. On 12 Scp the base camp began mo-ing bo CQ2054h3 t-. make
room for the development of TJY EOA South Airfield complex. C/2/320th
Arty also displaced to the now CP area and 1ccated at CQ203W43. Beth
elements closed at 1545 hours. On 16 Sep C/2/320th Arty displaced to
CQ078348 in DS 1/327th Inf. On this date D/2/320th Arty was deativated.
On 16 Sop B/2/320th Arty displacer. from CQ166135 to CQ219ll1 in (S 1st
-de, 101st Abn Div&

h. 17-30 Sop: On 17 Sep the Hqs element displaced back te
CQ219h11, its original CP area. P12/320th Arty displaced by road from
BQ956795 to coordinate BQ908704 and closed at 1630 hours. Unit in
direct support of 2/502d Inf. On this eate the 3httailion suffcred
losses cf one Lieutenant, one Staff Sergeant, nc. one Speci-aist Furr
KTA and cne Lieutenant severely wounded in action with B/2/327th Inf.

i. On 19 Sup A/?/32Oth Arty (i:p].aced fr- . DQ956795 to
BQ908704 closing at 1630 hours. The rurpos.- was to protect rice convoys

8-1
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Inclemire 8 (ALllery) to Combat Operations After Aotion Report, Oper-
ation SWARD (U)

whioh would be leaving from the TUY AN area. Unit also answered calls
for fire from the SF camp elements on patrols within the range of the
artillery.

Jo 22 Sep: B/2/320th Arty displaced to CQ111676 in direct
support of 2/327th Info B/2/3Oth Arty then had its' mission changed to
reinforcing B/2/320th Arty. 26 Sep B/2/320th Arty displaced from
CQII1676 to CQ069733 in DS 2/327th Int closing at 14OO hours. On
28 Sep B/2/320th Arty displaced back to CQi1676 and closed at )145
hours with the mission of direct support of the 2/327th Inf.

k. 1-20 Oct: On 1 Oct A/2/320th Arty displaced from EQ908704
to CQ21943- in GS, ist Bde, 101st Abn Div. Unit closed at 1150 hours
on 7 Oct 66. A/2/320th Arty displaced to BQ947422 in direct support of
2/327th Irf and closed at ]!j30 hours.

1. 9 Oct: C/2/320th Arty moved 3 tubes to vic coordinates
CQOW355 in direct support of 1/327th Inf. One section of the Bn FDC
was utilized to augment the fire direction on the following day -ne riore
tube joined the battery forward. The remaining two pieces and the one

* section of Bn FD displaced back to CQ219411 in GS, lst Fde, 101st Abn
Div.

m. On 12 Oct C/2/320th Arty displaced to CQ2194-1 GS, 1st
Bde, 101st Abn Div.

n. On 13 Oct A/2/320th Arty displaced to CQ134524 GS-R
B/2/320th Arty. Closed at 1230 hours.

o. On )4 Oct C/2/320th Arty displaced to CQ235279 by convoy
in direct support 1/22d Inf, 4th Inf Div, and displaced back to CQ219411
when it was relieved by C/5/27th Arty.

p. 21-26 Oct: 21 Oct C/2/320th Arty displaced by CH-47 to
CQ0433e9 in direct support 2/327th Inf covering engineer work parties.

q. 22 Oct Hqs 2/320th Arty displaced to CQ232369 and began

setting up a new base camp.

r. 24 Oct B/2/320th Arty displaced to CQ239368 closing out at

1730 hours. GS ist Bde, 101st Abn Div and began training for future
operations.

s. 25 Oct A/2/320th Arty and B/i/3Oth Arty displaced to
CQ237370 and CQ237369 in GS, lst Bde, 101st Abn Div and began training
for future operations. Both units closed at 1800 hours.

3. (C) Problem Areas:

as On 13 Oct 66 B/2/320th Arty had a round fall short or,
Highway #1, resulting in I US KIA and 2 US WIA. The cause was determined
to be a malfunctioning in sight. In the futare, after each helimobile
assault or displacement the basic period test will be performed on each
howiteir to detect and correct any irregularities. It is also SOP that
the gunner continually watches the first three digits as they change.

b. On 7 Oct B/2/320th Arty was firing a mission for an artil-
lery forward observer who was making corrections based on sound sensings
from the infantry. On a subsequent valley, there were 2 US WLA and 1 US
KIA. Extreme caution should be used when this method of adjustment is
necessary and tte words "Danger Close" included in the observers request.
Further coordination and training which is currently being conducted
should remedy this problem.

8-2
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k r'ONFIDENTIAL
Inclosure 8 (Artillery) to Combat Operations After Action Report, Oper-
ation SEWARD (U)

c. Muzzle burst: On 8 Oct A/2/320th Arty experienced a muzzle
burst while firing high angle missions in the Harrassment and Inter-
diction program. Ten (10) personnel were injured, seven (7) seriously.
Investigation revealled no mal practice within the firing battery.
Although it was an unfortunate incident it must be accepted as an oc
cupational hazard.

4. (C) Comments:

a. Tc insure a better understanding of artillery adjustment
all LNC's have instituted training within the Infantry Battalicns to
train personn(2 down to squad level, in artillery adjustment. During
periods of little activity coordination enabled the artillery te fire
several short service practices. This training will reap reward. in
future operaticns since more personnel are now capable of adjusting
artillery.

b. With the arrival of the 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div this Battajlicn
set up an orientation far the officer and senicr ncn-ccmrssicned of-
ficers to supply them with ,ur 2cssons learned and methods of operation
in a counter-insurgency operation. Of'icers and !:-'Is were attached to
each of the batteries for a two day p;riod. An cricntatien crurse for
both Trfantry and Artillery personnel was conducted at the hth Divts 19t
Bde CP for 3 days nn 13-!r Oct to orient them cn the situaticn n(
problems faced by the tree World Forces in Vietnam. The Radar Section
including their equipment, collocated wiTh the Rladar of Hq 2/320th Arty
until their set became fully operational. Several mortar and artillery
missions were fired to orient, and train their crew for their mission.

8
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CONrI DNTAL
Inclosure 9 (fineer) to Combat Operations After Action Report,
Operation SNA (U)

1. (C) Sweeping of Roads for Nires: In conjunction with the 39th
Engr Bn, the Brigade swept total of 5535 kn of roads for mines during
Operation SEWARD. 26 mines were detected and destroyed. No lesses were
suffered by the Brigade to mines on roads during the operation. In-
cidents of sniping increased significantly on Route PURPLE in late Sep-
tember but after an airstrike and a counter-action by 2/502 Inf and A2/17
Cav sniping was infrequent. The MP Platoon did yoeman service in pro-
viding escort for the engineer sweepers on Route PURPLE. A letter
describing the Brigade experience in Operation JOHN PAUL JONES and Oper-
ation SEWARD is attached as Inclosure l.

2, (C) Road Opening: Significant road openings were accomplished
during Operation SEWARD. Route 6B from TUY AN to LA HAl was opened in
early September and two supply convoys were run to LA HAI. In mid-
September a convoy was run from ININH HOA to TUY HOA up Hwy l. This route
was used several times subsequently, the last time being 25 October.

3, (C) Support by 4Sth Engineer Grop.p: The 39th Engineer Bat-
talion supported the Brigade in Operation S4ARD in many areas6 They
swept Routes YELLOW and BLACK daily and ?or much of the operation swept
Route 'HITE as well. In late September arA early October they provided
direct, support to the 1/327 Inf in the HIEU XUONG Valley with 1 or 2
squadu. A total of seven bridges were installed on Route PURPLE during
the operation* A platoon from the 39th Engineers did the work on
opening Route 6B to LA HAI. The 20th Engineer Battalion provided sup-
port in the NINH HOA - TU BONG area and supplied one company reorganized
as infantry to operate with the 1/22 Inf in the TU BONG area.

4. (C) Support of the Engineers: The Brigade provided security
for engineer moves to CUNG SON and to DONG TRE and back. Each of these
moves required security of ro:ads for periods of I to 5 days and required
approximately one battalion.

5. (C) Destruction of Tunnel System: In late September Co A.
2/327 Inf discovered an extensive VC tunnel system. This system was
desta-oyed/denied using CS powder and demolitions. The report on this
tunnel system is attached as Appendix 1.

6. (C) Lessons Learned:

a. During the monsoon season, fords and by passes are only
fiar weather friends. Heavy rains and rapid runoff make it virtually
impossible to satisfactorily install culverts to maintain by passes.
The only satisfactory answer is bridging, or in some cases, rafting.

bo Sniping at convoys and sweep parties can be at least
partially controlled by concerted counteraction with troops and/or
air strikes.

c. CS powder and conventional demolitions can be used to
successfully destroy/deny VC tunnel systems.

CONFIDENTIAL
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DEPAR1MNT OF THE AMY

HEADCUARTERS 15T BRIGADE 101ST AIRBORE DIVISTON
APO 96347

AVBD-M. 23 September 1966

XJBJECT: Viet Cong -Lines

TO: See Distribution

1. neference, Handbook for US Forces in Vietnam, dated December 1965.

2. Attached as inclosures 1 thni 8 are sketches and description of Viet
Cong nncs/nises not listed in reference 1. above and found on MR's of the
1st Brigade AO in Phu Yen Province.

3. 11ining incidents along these routes usually occur at places where
road cuts/craters have ben repaired on hard surface roads and random place-
ment along the travelled way of loose or natural surface roads, Anti-person-
nol mines are usually found on and near the shoulders of roads in areas where
some cover exists against small arrs attack.

4. Route clearic' opcr:.tions by A/326 Engin e. Battalion during the
past h0 days have resulted in removal/destructi.cn in place of 8 each Anti-
pcrsonnl m-1 aes and 30 Anti-v,:hicular m n es.

5. T. AI1/PRS-3 Portable Metallic 'line Detector has proven very reliable
in pinpointing the location of Viet Cong mines oven where the small blasting
cap is the on].y metal presct in the mWne. Extensive use of these detectors
(1300 km of road cleared Jurin, month of AuLust 1966) has caused _n increarad
deadline rate which has teen rectified by additional float items and epedit-
ing the maintenance effort required.

6. In conduct of the daily road clearin, operations a close visual in-
spection prcccdin te detector is absolutely n-cesn. ,orx along the shoulders
of the road, around culverts and underneath bridges. Mounted clearing parties
have proven unsatirfactonr even on Pavd roads.

7. The initial sweep along a route will take substantially more titec
than subsequent v,-,)s done on a daily basis. Route clearing ti-me is cut in
half by having teams start at each end, iect and retiu-rn to the starting point.
The use of 2 detectors in ono party and having 1 or 2 on stand-by with the
clc-ri.ng L am when detectors are available has been advantageous. After tho
initial sweep and for planning purposes a rate of 3 km/hr for hard surface
roads and 2 km/hr for loose surface roads has been established by this unit for
the Phu Yen Province,

8. Under no circumstances should impatience cause a movement to go ahead
of the clearing detail. Tinely reporting of route clearance by the engineers
to the Brigade TOC is a must. No method of mine detection is 100% foolproof,
ho,,ew r, the unit and the individual can take positive measures to protect
therzolves from injuries due to eneny land mines. Vehicles should never
trz,,vel roads subject to mining before they are cleared unless the tactical
situation clearly :,;mands the movement in spite of th, risk of lift and equip-
mont. Insure that all vehicles arc sandhaggcd and that personnel in the
vehicles ride over the sandbags and do not sit on wheel wells. PRomain alert

For Official Use Ony
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AIJ: Viet Cong Mnes 23 September 1966

and watchful at all tirrs while moving on foot a!o, 2 roads and trails.

FOR THE COW4ANDE:

3 Incls WILLIAM'E. E
as 2d Lt, AC

Asst AG
DISMTIBUTION:

A - Plus
I - CG, I FF
2 - COG, 1st Cav Div (AM)
I - COG, 101st Abn Div, Ft Campbell, Ky
I - CG, 82d Abn Divo Ft Bragg, NC
2 - CO, The Engr Sch, Ft Belvoir, Va
5 - CG, 18th Engr Bde
5 - Engr, I FFV
5 - CO, ist Bdo, 4th Inf Div
2 - CO, 28th Regt, 9th ROK Div
2 - CO, 45th Engr Bn
5 - CO, 39th Engr Bn
2 - SA, 47th ARVN Rogt
2 - Hqs MACV, ATTN: s343, APO 96243
50 - xo
5- Bde Engr
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.DEPARLMT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS 1ST BIIGADE IOIST AIABONE DIVISION
APO 96347

AVD-EN 5 November 1966

SJBJM*T: Tunnel Destruction/Denial

TO: See Distribution

1. Attached as inclosures I thru 4 i s a description of a vast
tunnel complex discovered by the 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 327th
Infantry, on 23/24 September 1966 in the Phu Yen Province, Republic of
Vietnam, and of the methods used to destroy/deny the system. This
tunnel complex, according to captured documents, was used by the 7th
Battalion, 18B North Vietnamese Army Regiment, prior to that Reginent's
engagement with the 2nid Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry, on 20-24
June 1966.

2. It is felt that the length, depth of cover, numerous entranes/
exits and the type of soil make this system unique in comparisor. to ny
other tunnels/caves that this unit has encountered or those reported by
units operation in War Zone D.

FOR THE CJ0 ER-D:

4 mel AVL k. KCT
1 - General Data !st Lt, A2;
2 - Demolition Methods Asst AG
3 - Use of RCA
I. - Photo Folio (Limited Dis-

tribution)

DISTRIBUTION:
2- CO 1/327 _Tr!

2 - CO, 2/327 Inf
2--00, 2/ 02 Iif
2 - 0O, 2/320 Arty
2 - CO, A 2/17 Car
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- CG, 82d Abn Div, Ft Bragg, NC
2-CG, Tbe Bngr Sch, Ft Belvoir, Va

- CG, 18th Engr Bde, APO 96307
-Engr, I FFV

2- CG, st Bde, 4th Inf Div
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1. Location. BQ962656 and 3Q968653. See sketch at Tab A.

2. Urit. Co A, 2nd tn., 327th Inf, Ist Bd, 101st Abn .

E- 3. Date. 23/24 Sep 66.

7 U . Length. Approx 13400 meters.

5. Width. 2 . ft - 3 ft.

6. Height. 4 ft - 5 ft.
5Y

7. Cover. 12 ft - 17 ft.

8. Entrance/E&xts. J-8 vertical shafts, 3 trench entr aces.

9. Eccavation Effort - 5000 man days with approx 3300 cu ,-ds carch renocd.

10. Use. This tunnel system had the neccssary space and adequate ventilatiou
to shelter oore than 1000 men. Exceat fcr an occasional -i:'dth
constriction . ere boulders were encc'rbcrcd, this systcm would
also allow the VC to double time throughout its course. There wos
evidence to indicate that the system had not been used for 2 or
more mnths. The system had been very deliberately abandoned with
no equipment left behind.; hcwever, no booby traps were left in-
stalicd.

1-1. Terrain, The turmel and trench system is on an elongated open plateau
bounded by a steep wooded bluff on the south and by rollinr
wooded slopes cn the north. Parts of tne plateau near the
village of TRUIG 71L,1,1 (3) BQ9665 are under cultivation with
crops of corn and some ar~as are covcred -with dense vegetation.
The most open parts of the :lateau are c,-v-rcd with helicopter
punj- stakes 10t - 121 tall .nd in some areas dense bands of
antipersonnel punji stakes arc also encountered. Th plateau
has an extensive covered trench system much of which had firing
positions and is concealed by running along the ed-e of the
dense vegetation bordering the open space. This trench
system connected the 3 otherw-xa separate tunnel systems. The
area is completely inaccessible by ground vehicle but well used
truis from 4 directions intersect in the village.

12. Artillery Bombardment. On 27 Spternber 1966 the tunnel system was
bombarded with 8 inch howitzer and !75,rn, gun
concentrations. Forty rou .do of 8 inch am-
munition with (7lay fuzing was fired at the
northernmost complex. At the range of 13,000
meters the 8 inch concentration was clustered
in a fairly tight pattern approximately 200
meters by 75 meters. With the delay fusing
each shell made a crater 5 feet deep and 10 fect
in diameter. Although hits were scored within 5
feet of the tunnel centerline, tilere was no
damage to the tunnel system other than rinor
loose dirt shaken from the air shafts. The 175m
concentration at the southern tunnel corrlux from

_ a range of' 21,000 meters h--d a much Uider dis-

porsion, created smaller craters and did no
damage to the tunnels.

13. Distraction Effort.

a. teciial. 3900 lbs cxplosives and 43 ea 8 lb - bag CS powder.

b. Man power. 5 sjuad dayr for Engincers and 5 compr< (-) days for
security.
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I. First test shot for entrance closure.

a. 11onditions, The entrance was a 4 ft. diameter vertical shaft approx-
imately 20 ft. deep in clay soil with heavy later.tQ content. Twc branches of
tunnel approd.mately 3 ft. wide and 5 ft. high branch off at right angles to
each other.

I q- Tunnel
:i 4

/ / ~ /NVegetaticn

47-Bouldsrs v__ f

- /tShaft

Boulders s
TOP VIEWJ

1.1 :Tunnel,
Tunnel

b. Pateeo.-s Used.

I ea 4O lb shape charge CROSS SECTION
2 oa hO lb cratoring charge
I ea 21. lb block C4
100 ft detcatng cord
8 ea non electric b1nsting car
6 ft tiio fuso
3 na fuse l!ghtors
20 ft adhoaivw tape

c. Procedure. The shape chArge was placed as shown cn sketch with the
neck recessed into the wa'1 of the tunnel for oupport on the rear end and sup-
ported on the front by a scissors made of bamboo. Stand-off was approx 18

- Cha - "

- iF~~Tunnel
Shpe Charge Shaf t

..'..l " Bamboo Scissors

--- "Tunnel--~ 4

CROS SBCTIO

TOP VIW

(1) Back blest of the shape charge blew out a concave area6 ft. in
dia and 2 ft. deep, and appro I -ft. of earth from the ceiling of the tunnel.
The resulting bore hole was 2 ft. in Oia at the opening and I ft. in dia at 6
ft. back tapering down to 3--4 inches at 8 ft. back. It was not necessary to
do my cloaning out of the bore hole.

Inel 2



(2) 30 rinutes aster the blast there were still gases and a heavy
brown dust prosent in the tunnel. 45 ninutes after the blast the C0IC went
into the tuntnel and stayed for approx 10 minutes, after which he had di fLculty
breathing and was exhaunted upon leav='-g the tunnel. One hour after ihe blast
2 man started priming and placing the cratering charges in tha bore hole.
After approx 25 minutes one man became uncorscious from lack of oxygen and the
other man was also suffering from lack of oxygen when extracted from the
tunnel. Protective masks were worn at all times due to lingering CS used by
A Cc, 2/327 Inf. 2 hours after the initial blast the COIC reentered the tunnel
and completed the priming of the charges.

(3) The resulting exwlosion from the two cra*ering charges blew earth

and rock 50' into the air from the shaft and 20' into the air from an air shaft

30m aay from the blast% A 200 ft, safety distance was adequate. Most of the

earth and rock blown Into the air settled back into the shaft w"ich formed a

crater approx 12 i. dia and 4-5 ft. deep. The entrance shaft was completelv
destroyed and some collapse of the tunnel did occur. (Sketch).

h4 '*Location
of Chargo

Vegetation -- r r;erk CraIer

Tunel ,h af t+ _

k -
, /,. - / 7 '.Tunnol

CROSS SECTION

No further effort wnr made to use this method due to the apparont danger to

perconnel and the unacceptable time reapired (np-rox 3 hrs/shaft). Safety

roquirmenta would also preclude the proper une of RCA.

2. Second test nhet for entrance eloiure.

a. Condition, 2 each entrance sha~fts| L ft. dci. x 18 ft. deep and 40
ft,. apart. Soils are red clay with slight latorito content and very atable.

CflAR!E Shaft

Shaft

b. Material. Same as para lb except that 3 ea 4O lb cratoring charges

were used.
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c. Procedure. The 40 lb shaped charge was placed between the two shafts
at approx 201 from each one. The rexulting bore hole was large enough to nllow
placement of 3 crater-.ng charges at 8 ft depths side by side.,

d. Results. The resulting crater failed to extend into either s haft and
the expected displacement of earth into the shaft- or cave-in of the connecting
tunnel did not occur. These result, give testimory to the extreme stability of
the soil of this area. Subsequently a separate shot at each shaft, sot up as
described in para 3, was used to effectively close each shaft.

3. Final method for entrance closure.

a. Condition. Save as para b above.

b. Materials. Same as para a (2).

c. Procedure. Shaped charge was set up e'prox 8, from the entrance shaft
and at a point that is not over the tunnel proper.

Charget,

Tunnel

Shaft 

D
/

The rovultine bore hole allowed plAcement of 2 ea oratoring charges one on top
of the other and approx 4'- 8 ' bolow the ground surface. Charges were tamped by
refilling the loaded horo hole.

I"ZZ ~Bore,Hpe

spoil ' ,, .. .4 rteri.Cr

>Shaft I

Tunnel

Shaped charges placed on the spoil around the holes were not effective as the
loose material fel back into the bore hole. Issue stand off frame was used
at all times,

d. Results. The resulting blast from the cratering charges caused earth



to heave into the entran-c shaft, formirg ar, effecting seal and probable col-
lapse of portions of the tunnel. This procedure was used to effectively close
the 18 usable entrances/exits to this tunnel complex. The reoulting ground
shock also closed nearby air shafts.

h. Test shot for turmel destruction.

a. Condition. Apprex lOOm of tunnel 3 ft wide and 4 ft - 5 ft high -'ith
12 ft - 15 ft of over head cover (natural), soils were red clay with heavy
laterite content and bvilders throughout the course.

b. faterials.

7 ea 40 lb cratering charges
I ea dud shaped charge
7 lbs tetrytol
200i det cord
15 non electric blasting caps
4 ft time fuse
3 ea 8 lb - bags CS powder (RCA)

c. Procedure. 7 cratering charges were placed 30 ft - 40 ft apart on
the floor of the tunnel, dual primed with det. cord/caps and tetrytol, and tied
into a main line of det. cord. The 3 bags of CS powder were wrapped with 6-8
tarns of det. cord and tied into the main llre, This priming and placement
took 4 men approx. 2 hrs.

d. Results. The blast blew cut all air vents and entrance shafts along
the tunnel. Little damage was done to the entrance shafts. Several cracks
were seen on the surface but no cave in occured except at the air vents.
Examination of the interior t1e following day showed quantities of loose earth
on th, floor and an enlargement of the tunnel cross section at the area where
the cratering charges were placed, but due to the depth of cover and the blow
out at the air vents there were no serious cave-ins along the tunnel. The
tunnel appeared to be structurally sound after this blast and was cpen and
passible through the entire area of the blast. Except for contamination by the
'S powder, which was severe enough to cause the skin to burn, the tunnel ap-
pehred to be completely useable, Because of this result no further effort was
made to collapse the entire tunnel system, but the methods previously described
were used to seal all entrances after contamination of the tunnels.



USE Of RCA

l. General. The use of CS powder has been developed by a joint effort of
the Brigade chemical section and the engineers on the site. On small tunnel/
caves where complete destruction could be attained in acceptable time and with
reasonable quantities of demolitions material the CS powder was not used. It
is felt that the effectiveness and persistancy of CS powder in tunnels that
can be completely sealed will be indefinite. When partially exposed to air and
weather, such as in covered trenches, the life of, the powder blown into the
earth would deny the use of these facilities for from 2 to 3 months.

2. Materials. The CS powder, Riot-Control Agent O-chloro-benzal ial-
ononitrile, CS-I comes sealed in 55 gallon drums (which were later destroyed
to deny their use to the enemy) with ten 8 lb. bags in each drum. A crescent
wrenc- and screw drivor are required to open the containers. The CS powder is
furiter sealed in sturdy paper bags of double thickness which stand up under
extensive handling. Each bag is folded one time end to end and wrapped with
8-10 turns of detonating cord with a running end of 3-4 feet left for tying
into the main line of det. cord for simultaneous detonation. Approximately
25 ft. of dot. cord is required for each bag.

3. Procedure. All the necessary bags are primed naar the entrance shaft
cf a particular leg of the tunnel. The det. cord main line is directed from
the surface into the shaft and run in each direction from the shaft. One man
can carry 2 bags of CS in the tunnels described. These are dropped at 30 ft -
50 ft intervals along the main lin2 of dot. cord and tied onto the mai.n line.
This procedure is followed for each shaft of the tunnel system. Each main line
will have a separate fuse (non electric) with a short time delay (2 - 3 minutes).
As soon as all branches of the tunnel arc primed the fuses are ignited at the
same time so that personnel can stand clear of the entrances to avoid the minor
amount of gas which blows out. Immediately after the last shot has fired the
engineezs start the sealing of the shafts to contain the contamination.

4. Results. After the blasting of the CS bags the fine powder could be
seen suspended in the entrance shafts and on occasion the powder would be
blown to the surface. A heavy concentration of the powder was present through-
out the tur~ael compl6x. The bags were completely blown to shreds and the powder
could be seen etabedded in the walls of the tunnel.

5. MITY MITE: The Mity Mite, a simll portable air blower, has the
capability of forcing colored smoke through a tunnel system. The blower
produces 450 cfm of air and can be used effectively in tunnels up to 200r in
length to determine the location of hidden entrances, exits or air shafts.
The Mity Mite was used only briefly on this tunnel complex as engineer work
parties were going to search and map the entire complex for a detailed report.
Since the burning smoke grenades consume valuable oxygen in the sealed tunnel
shaft it was considered best not to use the Mity Mite, thereby lessening the
danger of asphyxiation to personnel working in the tunnel. A potential use of
the Mity Mite is to force fresh air from the surface into the tunnels.


